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The same principle applies to the investment of
towns, which with a due economy 01 forces may be done
by besieging foices no more than equal to the besieged
(Metz and Pans in 1870 are examples).             ^

In what does such an investment consist ?

In a hue of permanently occupied outposts^ enabling

the investing force to occupy, in case of attack, a pre-
viously organised first line of resistance* The attack
occurring, alarm is given by the outposts; the first
line of resistance is then occupied; the reserves prepare.
After the attack has dealt (perhaps easily) with the
line of outposts, it must, in order to advance, break
this first line of resistance. In this attempt it is com-